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T[Il![lsr GAME NOTES

2022 USL CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE

DATE OPPONENT TIME RESULT
03/12 vs. Oakland Roots SC 7:30PM CST 1-0 WIN
03/19 @ Orange County SC 9:00PM CST 1-2 LOSS
03/23 @ LA Galaxy 2 9:30PM CST 0-1LOSS
03/27 vs. San Antonio FC 6:30PM CST 1-2 LOSS
04/09 vs. Indy Eleven 7:30PM CST -
04/15 @ New York Redbulls 2 6:00PM CST =
04/23 vs. Sacramento Republic FC 7:30PM CST -
04/30 vs. Orange County SC 7:30PM CST -
1_3_0; 3 ptS. 05/05 @ Colorado Springs Switchbacks FC 8:00PM CST -
05/14 @ Monterey Bay FC 9:00PM CST =
AWAY - EASTERN CONF 05/21 vs. San Diego Loyal 7:30PM CST -
05/28 vs. San Antonio FC 7:30PM CST -
06/01 @ Atlanta United FC 2 6:30PM CST =
06/04 vs. LA Galaxy 2 7:30PM CST -
06/1 @ Oakland Roots SC 9:00PM CST =
06/18 vs Pittsburgh Riverhounds 7:30PM CST -
06/22 @ New Mexico United 8:00PM CST =
06/29 vs. El Paso Locomotive 7:30PM CST -
07/09 @ New Mexico United 8:00PM CST =
07/17 vs. Las Vegas Lights FC 6:30PM CST -
07/23 @ San Diego Loyal SC 9:00PM CST =
0-2-2; 0 pts. 07/27 vs. Hartford Athletic 7:30PM CST -
08/06 @ Sacramento Republic FC 10:00PM CST =
08/20 @ San Antonio FC 8:00PM CST =
Saturday, April 9 , 08/27 @ Las Vegas Lights 9:30PM CST =
H-E-B Park o 08/31 @ Phoenix Rising FC 9:30PM CST -
CV?J%EHTI&?PSNK 09/07 @ El Paso Locomotive 8:00PM CST -
09/10 vs. New Mexico United 7:30PM CST -
Overall: 0-0-0 09/17 vs. Colorado Springs Switchbacks FC 7:30PM CST -
Home: 0-0-0 09/23 @ Charleston Battery 6:00PM CST =
10/01 vs. Louisville City FC 7:30PM CST -
Away: 0-0-0 10/05 @ Memphis 901 FC 7:00PM CST =
10/08 vs. Phoenix Rising FC 7:30PM CST -
10/15 vs. Monterey Bay 7:30PM CST -
MEDIA RELATIONS: For all media inquiries, PLAYER NAME POS STATUS

please contact Media Relations Manager

Juan Turrubiates
Cell: 956-280-6580
E-mail: mediarelations@rgvfc.com

RGVFLC.COM
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QUICK FACTS

Team:

Rio Grande Valley FC
Colors:

Orange, Black, Blue
Location:
Edinburg, TX
Stadium:

H-E-B Park (9,700)
First Season:

2016

Owner:

Alonzo Cantu

Sporting Director + HC:
Wilmer Cabrera
All-Time Record:
58-72-50

All-Time Home Record:
39-26-25

All-Time Away Record:
19-46-25

Playoff Appearances:
2016, 2021

Playoff Record:

0-2-1 (1-0-0 Penalty Shootout)
U.S Open Cup Record:
0-0-0

Conference:

Western Conf.
Conference Titles:

N/A

LEGEND

*On Loan from Pumas
U.N.A.M (Mexico)

oan from Legon
FC (Ghana)

Ticket Phone:
956-56-ARENA
Website:
www.rgvfc.com/tickets
Email:
info@hebparkrgv.com
Box Office Hours:

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. (M-F)

RGVFLC.COM

PLAYER INFO

PLAYER POS HT D.O.B.
1 Tyler Deric GK 6’3" 8/30/88
2 Daniel Luis Saez DF 6’57 5/1/94
3 Wahab Ackwei DF 6’0" 10/19/96
4 Erik Pimentel DF 510" 5/15/90
5  Juan David Cabezas MF 6’07 2/27/91
6  Isidro Martinez MF 587 3/15/97
7 Nafiu Sulemana® FW 59~ 10/11/99
8 Emilio Ycaza MF 56~ 7/10/97
9  Frank Lopez Fw = 59" 2/25/95
10  Jose Francisco Torres MF 5’567 10/29/87
1 Ollie Wright FW 510" 3/1/99
12 Colin Miller GK 63 10/25/96
13  Duilio Herrera FW 510" 11/12/04
14  Stefan Mueller DF 6’1" 10/13/95
15 Jesus Vazquez DF 61 3/22/95
16 Frank David Gaviria Fw 60" 6/1/01
17  Ricky Ruiz FW 57”7 11/4/96
18 Dylan Borczak FW 5107 6/13/99
19  Adolfo Hernandez* Fw = 61" 9/28/97
20 Jonathan Ricketts DF 627 1/20/97
21 Robert Coronado DF 510" 8/3/96
22 Juan Pablo Torres MF 547 7/26/99
23 Frank Nodarse DF 6’3 12/6/00
24  Luka Malesevic DF 607 8/1/98
25 Javier Garcia GK 627 3/23/98

TEAM STAFF

POSITION & NAME

Head Coach & Sporting Director - Wilmer Cabrera
Assistant Coach - Gerson Echeverry

Goalkeeper Coach - Pau Rovira Crua

Strength & Fitness Coach - Joan Casanova
Athletic Trainer - Kimberly McCartney

Championship

HOMETOWN

Houston, TX

Havana, Cuba

Accra, Ghana

Coacalco de Berriozabal, MX
Cali, Colombia
Brownsville, Texas
Janga, Ghana

St. Petersburg, Florida
Cienfuegos, Cuba
Longview, Texas

London, England

Bel Air, Maryland
Edinburg, Texas

New York City, New York
San Luis Obispo, California
Valledupar, Colombia
Lake Elsinore, California
Detroit, Michigan
Mexico City, Mexico
Chattanooga, Tennessee
La Habra, California
Atlanta, Georgia
Havana, Cuba
Podgorica, Montenegro
Mission, Texas
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PLAYER INFO
#

PLAYER PRONUNCIATION
1 Tyler Deric
2 Daniel Luis Saez
3 Wahab Ackwei Ak-WEY
4 Erik Pimentel PEE-men-tell
5 Juan David Cabezas
6 Isidro Martinez
7 Nafiu Sulemana Na-FEW
8 Emilio Ycaza EE-cah-zah
9 Frank Lopez
10 Jose Francisco Torres
1 Ollie Wright
12 Colin Miller
13 Duilio Herrera Do-EE-LEE-o
14 Stefan Mueller MEW-ler
15 Jesus Vazquez
16 Frank David Gaviria Ga-VE-REE-ah
17 Ricky Ruiz
18 Dylan Borczak Bor-Chek
19 Adolfo Hernandez
20 Jonathan Ricketts
21 Robert Coronado
22 Juan Pablo Torres
23 Frank Nodarse No-dar-seh
24 Luka Malesevic Ma-le-se-vich
25 Javier Garcia

STAFF INFO

STAFF NAME PRONUNCIATION
Head Coach & Sporting Director - Wilmer Cabrera -

Assistant Coach - Gerson Echeverry JER-son, Eh-che-verry
Goalkeeper Coach - Pau Rovira Crua Ro-VEE-ra Crew-ah

Strength & Fitness Coach - Joan Casanova -
Athletic Trainer - Kimberly McCartney -

RGVFLC.COM




TEAM STAFF

WILMER CABRERA

Cabrera enters year two at RGV FC as Head Coach
and Sporting Director after a succesful 2021 USL
Championship season which saw Rio Grande
qualify to the Western Conference Semifinals for
the first time in club history.

The 2021 USL Championship season marked
Wilmer Cabrera’s return to the Rio Grande Valley.
He was previously named the first Head Coach in
the club’s history in December 2015. In the
inaugural year he led the club to a successful first
season, earning a second-place finish in the
Western Conference in the regular season and a
place in the USL Championship Playoffs.

The 53-year-old brings more than a decade of
experience at U.S Soccer and Major League Soccer
to the Toros.

Most recently, Cabrera managed Club de Foot
Montreal in MLS late in 2019 where he led the team
to the Canadian Championship title, defeating
Toronto FC.

Prior to Montreal, Cabrera spent two-and-a-half-
years with Houston Dynamo FC (2016-19). During
his tenure, Cabrera’s side won the 2018 Lamar Hunt
U.S. Open Cup, making him the first head coach to
win both the U.S. Open Cup and Canadian
Championship in consecutive years.

By earning the U.S. Open Cup, Houston qualified to
the 2019 Scotiabank Concacaf Champions League,
but their course ended in the quarterfinal round.

In 2017, Cabrera led Houston to a berth in the 2017

MLS Cup Playoffs.

GERSON ECHEVERRY

As (Director] (of] (Scouting) (and] (Assis-)
[tant) (Coach] Gerson Echeverry, who holds
the longest tenure by any Head Coach at
the club. Echeverry has taken the lead in
scouting all current and prospect players for
the club. He was appointed as Head Coach
in late 2017 and remained in the position for
three seasons with the Toros. Prior to RGV,
Echeverry served as Head Coach at Seton
Hall University’s Men’s Soccer program for
five years. He has also served as an assis-
tant coach for the United States U-17 Youth
National Team and residency program. At
the residency program, Echeverry evaluated
prospects and implemented training plans
with an emphasis on developing attacking
players.

RGVFLC.COM

PAU ROVIRA CRUA

(Goalkeeper) (Coach] Pao Rovira

Crua is a native of Tortosa, Spain. He enters
his first season on the technical staff at
RGV FC.

JOAN CASANOVA

As (Strength) (and] (Fitness) (Coach]) Casanova

brings extensive experience in his second season
in the United States. Previously, Casanova was
part of the coaching staff at Odisha FC of the
Indian Super League during the 2019 and 2020
campaign. Prior to Odisha, Casanova was the
strength and conditioning coach at Kitchee SC
of the Hong Kong Premier League. Throughout

his three seasons with Kitchee, the club earned
nine total trophies — Hong Kong Premier League
Championships (2017, 2019), Hong Kong Sapling
Cup (2017, 2019), Hong Kong Senior Shield (2018),
Hong Kong FA Cup (2017, 2018) and Hong Kong
Community Cup (2017, 2018). In addition, the squad
competed in the AFC Champions League — Asia’s
equivalent to the UEFA and Concacaf Champions
League — and AFC Cup tournaments.
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#2 - DANIEL LUIS SAEZ

TYLER DERIC

Position: Goalkeeper

Height: 6’3"

D.O.B.: 8/30/1988

Hometown: Houston, TX

Deric re-joins RGVFC
after starting in 28
games during the 2021
USL Championship sea-
son under the direction
of Head Coach Wilmer
Cabrera.

The 33-year-old veteran
recorded six clean sheets
and earned a 61.3% save
percentage during the
past season. A native

of Spring, Texas, Deric
has made more than 150
professional appearanc-
es overall in his career,
including 90 appearanc-
es and 24 clean sheets
in Major League Soccer
while competing for
Houston Dynamo FC.

The veteran goalkeeper
was a key piece in Cabre-
ra’s locker room in 2021 as
the Toros made a historic
playoff push, ultimately
reaching the Western
Conference Semifinals of
the USL Championship
Playoffs as the side re-
turned to the postseason
for the first time since the
2016 campaign.

“We are excited for an-
other one of Tyler’s sea-
sons with the Toros,” said
Cabrera. “He is a solid and
experienced goalkeeper
who is hungry for success,
and he wants to compete
for the [title] of best goal-
keeper in the USL Champi-
onship in 2022.”

#4 - ERIK PIMENTEL

Position: Defender

Height: 510"
D.O.B.: 5/15/1990

Hometown: Coacalco de Berriozabal, MX

Pimentel returns to the
RGV FC back line for
the upcoming campaign
having helped lead the
side to the Western
Conference Semifinals
of the 2021 USL Cham-
pionship Playoffs. The
31-year-old stood as

a solid veteran for the
Toros in his first season
in the USL Champion-
ship, accounting for 30
tackles, 50 clearances,
11 blocked shots, and 46
interceptions. His prior
experience — including
time in Liga MX at Club
America — made him

a natural leader on the
pitch, especially on the
back line as he was a
vocal piece, directing
traffic despite language
barriers.

Toros Sporting Director

and Head Coach, Wilm-
er Cabrera knows how
impactful the defender

is on the field but more
importantly in the locker
room. “Erik was a pillar of
the team’s success last
season, and we are excited
to have him again as one
of the key players on and
off the field for us.”

Pimentel’s career in Liga
MX saw him earn four
championships with Club
América — two Liga MX ti-
tles (2014/2015, 2012/2013)
and two Concacaf
Champions League titles
(201572016, 2014/2015), and
has made appearances

in the FIFA Club World
Cup and the Liga MX’s
Campedn de Campeones
during his professional
career.

RGVFLC.COM

Position: Defender
Height: 6’5"

D.O.B.: 5/11/1994
Hometown: Havana, Cuba

Daniel Luis Saez has made
19 appearances for the
Cuba Men’s National Team,
including in FIFA World Cup
Qualifying and the 2019
Concacaf Gold Cup. He
joins RGV FC having most
recently played for USL
League Two club PDX FC in
Portland, Oregon following
his defection from Cuba
during the Gold Cup three
years ago.

“Daniel is a very athletic
defender with internation-
al experience; despite his
size he is very technical
and talented with the ball
which allows him to play
as a midfielder also”, noted
Toros Sporting Director
Wilmer Cabrera.

Saez made his debut with
the Cuban National Team
as an 18-year-old in 2012

(age 18) as a late-stage sub
against Panama in the 2014
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers
while competing domesti-
cally for La Habana in the
Cuban National League. After
six years at La Habana, he
also competed for Cama-
guey (2017-18) of the Cuban
National League, and then
Atlantico FC (2018-2019) and
Delfines del Este (2019) of the
Dominican Liga Dominicana
de Futbol before his defec-
tion to the United States.

#5 - JUAN DAVID CABEZAS

Position: Midfielder

Height: 6’0”
D.O.B.: 2/27/1991

Hometown: Cali, Colombia

Cabezas returns for a second
season at H-E-B Park after
having started in 15 of 19 ap-
pearances for the Toros a season
ago, including appearing in both
postseason contests. Cabezas
has logged 21 appearances

and 1,646 minutes of action in
the Championship, captaining
the Toros on 11 occasions. The
Cadli, Colombia native showed
positive distribution a season
ago, recording an 84.6 passing
accuracy rate last year.

“Juan David is coming back

to the team with a desire and
mentality to play more games
and become the leader of the
team on and off the field,” said
Cabrera.

Cabezas’ experience will be
crucial this season as RGV FC
makes its first appearance in
the historic Lamar Hunt U.S
Open Cup, the oldest soccer
tournament in North America. In
2018 while at Houston Dynamo,
he played a key role in the Open
Cup Final that saw Houston
defeat the Philadelphia Union

3-0 for the title.

In the international ranks, Cabezas
has played at the Under-20 level,
representing his home country,
Colombia, at the South American
U-20 Championship in 2011, making
six appearances of nine Colombia’s
matches, and at the 2011 FIFA U-20
World Cup, played in Colombia.
Cabezas started all five of Colom-
bia’s matches at the U-20 World
Cup that led to a Quarterfinal
appearance. Cabezas played a

key defensive midfield role in the
tournament alongside of other
Colombian stars such as forward
James Rodriguez, defender Jeison
Murillo, striker Luis Muriel and
winger Fabian Castillo.

Beginning his professional career
in 2010, Cabezas played on loan
with Cucuta Deportivo, La Equidad
(2011-12), Once Caldas (2013-14)
and Independiente Medellin (2016).

#3 - WAHAB ACKWEI

Position: Defender

Height: 6’0”

D.O.B.: 10/19/1996

Hometown: Accra,Ghana

Ackwei comes to the
Toros roster with ex-
perience in both the
USL Championship and
League One. The Accra,
Ghana native most
recently competed for
Championship club
Loudoun United FC
during the 2021 season
where he recorded 23
clearances, 16 inter-
ceptions and six blocks
in nine appearances.
Ackwei also previously
played in the Cham-
pionship for the New
York Red Bulls Il in 2018,
where he made seven
appearances.

Additionally, Ackwei has
seen action in League
One for the Richmond
Kickers, where across
two seasons in 2019-20
he made 39 in all

competitions. While with
the Kickers, Ackwei earned
League One All-League
Second Team honors in
2019 as he tied for fourth
in the league with 49
interceptions while also
recording 97 clearances
and 22 tackles at a 75.9
percent success rate.

Earlier in his career, the
now 25-year-old com-
peted in his home country
of Ghana in the Ghana
Premier League for Inter
Allies FC between 2014-
2017, where he made 23
appearances.

#6 - ISIDRO MARTINEZ

Position: Midfielder

Height: 5’8"
D.O.B.: 3/15/1997

Hometown: Brownsville, TX

Martinez makes his
return home to the Rio
Grande Valley after

a lone season at USL
Championship side, New
Mexico United.

The yound midfielder
adds control and expe-
rience to the mid line of
the Toros as he pairs up
with veteran teammate
Juan David Cabezas.

In contrast to his pre-
vious stint at RGV, the
Brownsville, TX native

is self-claimed as a
more patient and smart
central piece. His ability
to hold the press and
distibute balls to the
wings will make for a
good fit in the new RGV
FC system.
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#8 - EMILIO YCAZA

Position: Midfielder

#9 - FRANK LOPEZ

Position: Forward

#7 - NAFIU SULEMANA

Position: Forward

Height: 5’9
D.O.B.: 10/11/99
Hometown: Janga, Ghana

Sulemana (5-foot-9,
Forward) arrives at RGV
FC via loan from Legon
Cities FC, member of the
Ghana Premier League.
The 22-year-old native
of Ghana is a dynamic
and versatile addition
for the squad that can
play in both midfield and
attack.

Sulemana appeared in
nine contests for Legion
Cities during the 2021-
22 season, logging 440
minutes of action. Prior
to signing with Legon
Cities, he competed
with Inter Allies FC, also
a member of the Ghana
Premier League. While
at Inter Allies he made
26 appearances and
recorded seven goals.

#10 - JOSE TORRES

Position: Midfielder

Height: 5’5”

D.O.B.: 10/29/1987

Hometown: Longview, TX

Torres joins the

Toros after competing
at Colorado Springs
Switchbacks FC during
the 2021 USL
Championship season.
The former United
States

international recorded
one goal and three as-
sists in 26 regular season
matches as he helped
guide the Switchbacks
to their first postseason
appearance since the
2016 season.

A Texas native, Torres
has made 350 profes-
sional club appearances
over the course of his
career that included
competing for Pachuca,
Tigres and Puebla in Liga
MX. The opportunity to

continue his career in the
Rio Grande Valley was

a welcome one for the
34-year-old, who also
made 26 appearances
for the United States and
was part of the country’s
squad for the 2010 FIFA
World Cup.

Sporting Director and
Head Coach Wilmer
Cabrera was also excited
to welcome Torres to the
squad, with his experi-
ences that saw him win
four Liga MX titles, both
the Concacaf Gold Cup
and Concacaf Champi-
ons League, and a pair of
Concacaf Champions Cup
titles an invaluable asset
to the club as it enters the
new season.

RGVFLC.COM

Height: 5’6"
D.O.B.: 7/10/1997

Hometown: St. Petersburg, FL

Ycaza made 17 appear-
ances for Austin Bold
FC during the 2021 USL
Championship season
prior to his transfer to
RGVFC on September
3. The 24-year-old then
went one to make 13
appearances for the
Toros and recorded two
goals and two assists in
the club’s drive to the
postseason.

“Emilio made a great
impact last season de-
spite arriving late,” said
Cabrera. “This season he
is motivated to become
one of the top players in
this league and a leader
with positive impact in
the club.”

Ycaza played collegiate
soccer at the University
of South Florida. He had

Position: Forward
Height: 510"
D.O.B.: 3/1/1999

a short stint in the acad-
emy program of Swedish
club IF Brommapojkarn
from Sweden in 2017
before returning to the
United States to join the
Bulls collegiately.

#11 - OLLIE WRIGHT

Hometown: London, England

Wright is an English forward
from London who last season
played for the Toros’ South
Texas Derby rival San Antonio
FC. Last season, Wright made
14 appearances for SAFC

and recorded two assists and
eight chances created across
368 minutes of action.

Wright competed in the
academies of multiple English
clubs such as Fulham and
Brentford before making his
move to the United States
where he found a highly
successful college career at
NCAA Division Il St. Mary’s
University in San Antonio.
Wright had a breakout 2019
season for the side as he
claimed the 2019 Lone Star
Conference Player of the
Year, Lone Star Conference
Midfielder of the Year, South
Central Region Player of

the Year and Division I| CCA

and United Soccer Coaches
All-America honors.

“Ollie is a very talented player
with a good mentality and
attitude to compete and create
difficulties for the opponents,”
said Cabrera. “He is coming to
become a solid forward in this
league.”

During his college career, Wright
joined USL League Two side
Corpus Christi FC during the
2019 season where he set a
single-season assists record in
the league with 15 in 14 regu-
lar season contests matches.
Wright also notched seven goals
for CCFC before concluding his
college career at St. Mary’s and
joining the professional ranks.

Height: 5’9"
D.O.B.: 2/25/1995

Hometown: Cienfuegos, Cuba

Lopez rejoins the Toros
lineup after a productive
performance in 2021.

The Cuban national was
previously acquired on loan
from fellow USL Champi-
onship club OKC Energy FC
on September 3, 2021 and
quickly made an impact on
the pitch.

The 26-year-old scored

his first goal with RGV

on September 11in the
80th minute of a 1-1draw
against Colorado Springs
Switchbacks FC on the
road, and also added a pair
of assists in 10 appearances
for the club as the Toros
advanced to the 2021 USL
Championship Playoffs.

Lopez has recorded 32 goals

in 91regular-season appear-
ances in the Championship
overall, having arrived in the
league in 2018 with the LA
Galaxy II. In addition, Lopez
has also competed in the
league for San Antonio FC and
Sacramento Republic FC.

On the international level, Lo~
pez has represented Cuba at
the U-23, U-20 and U-17 levels
while competing for home-
town club FC Cienfuegos.
While with the U-20 squad,
Lopez scored twice against
Canada during the 2015
Concacaf U-20 Championship
in Jamaica. Later that year,

he defected to the United
States during 2015 Concacaf
Men’s Olympic Qualifying in
the United States, from where
he joined the Miami Soccer
Academy.

#12 - COLIN MILLER

Position: Goalkeeper

Height: 6’3"

D.O.B.: 10/25/1996

Hometown: Bel Air, MD

Miller spent two seasons
at fellow USL Cham-
pionship side Loudoun
United FC prior to
joining RGV FC prior

to the 2021 season. In
2020, Miller made seven
starts, recording one
shutout and 28 saves
overall. He denied two
penalty kicks and kept

a 65.1 save percentage
on his way to claiming
the Championship Fans’
Choice Save of the
Month award for August
that season.

Last year for the Toros,
the Maryland native
appeared in eight
matches, logging 643
total minutes across
the regular season and
playoffs. Miller made his
debut on August 4 as a
substitute for Tyler Deric

following a first-half injury
and helped conclude a
shutout performance in a
3-0 victory.

Miller then served as a key
piece in the late season
push for RGV FC after
Deric suffered a sea-
son-ending injury late in
the campaign. Miller came
through crucially in the
2021 USL Championship
Playoffs as he made a pair
of penalty kick saves in a
shootout against Phoenix
Rising FC in the Western
Conference Quarterfinals,
which allowed the Toros to
advance 4-3 in a shootout
after the sides had played
to a 3-3 draw after regu-
lation and extra time.
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14 - STEFAN MUELLER JE VAZQUEZ

13 - DUILIO HERRERA

Position: Forward
Height: 510"
D.O.B.: 11/12/2004

Position: Defender
Height/Weight: 6’1"
D.O.B.: 10/13/1995

Hometown: Edinburg, TX

As a USL Academy
signing, Herrera will be
available for selection
for the Toros in both

the USL Championship
and Lamar Hunt U.S.
Open Cup throughout
the upcoming season
while retaining his NCAA
eligibility. Herrera is

the first player signed
by the Toros to a USL
Academy contract since
the restructuring of

the club’s partnership
agreement with Major
League Soccer’s Houston
Dynamo FC.

The 17-year-old acad-
emy product hails from
Edinburg and has been
competing within the
RGV FC Academy ranks
for five years, most
recently in the U-19
division. In those five

years Herrera has accu-
mulated more than 100
appearances across both
MLS Next Academy and
USL Academy competition.
His performance on the
field was showcased via
10 goals and 20 assists
all-time as an attacking
piece.

In 2021 Herrera appeared
in 25 games, leading the
team in assists as he was
dubbed a free-kick spe-
cialist by academy direc-
tor Rafael Amaya. Most
recently he competed in
the MLS Next Showcase
in which he recorded one
goal and dished out five
assists in the competition.
Additionally, Herrera tallied
experience for the Toros

in an exhibition contest
against Liga MX club CF
Monterrey in July.

#16 - FRANK DAVID GAVIRIA

Position: Forward

Height/Weight: 6’0"

D.O.B.: 6/11/2001

Hometown: Valledupar, Colombia

Frank David Gaviria joins
the Toros after most
recently competing for
NK Spansko in Croatia’s
third division. A native
of Valledupar, Colombia,
the 20-year-old Gaviria
will join the professional
ranks for the first time
with the Toros this
season.

“Frank David is a feisty
and hardworking for-
ward who will give us a
lot of possibilities and
internal competition,”
said Cabrera. “He is
young and hungry to
score goals and has a lot
of talent.”

RGVFLC.COM

Hometown: New York City, NY

Mueller closed out

the 2021 USL League
One season as the
fourth-leading scorer
for Tormenta FC, serving
as an attacking de-
fender. The 26-year-old
scored four goals and
spread the field with

13 created chances

and a lone assist in 18
appearances in 2021.
Defensively, Mueller
recorded 21 clearances,
made eight tackles, and
logged 11 interceptions.

Mueller joined Tormenta
FC in 2020 following

a collegiate career at
Temple University. He
made 34 appearances
and played 2,780 min-
utes over the last two
seasons. The New York
native saw early career
experience in Europe

with TB Uphusen in Ger-
many and Southport FC of
England’s National League
North.

In an already solid defen-
sive group, Mueller looks
to fit the dynamic line

and provide additional
pressure in midfield for the
Toros which will allow for a
smooth transition field-
wide and chance creation
in the attacking third of
the field.

#17 - RICKY RUIZ

Position: Forward

Height/Weight: 5’7"

D.O.B.: 11/4/1996

Hometown: Lake Elsinore, CA

Ruiz joins RGV FC from
the Red Wolves, where
a season ago he earned
the League One Assists
Champion award with a
league-leading 10 assists
in 30 appearances. Ruiz
also recorded four goals
and 61 chances created
as he was voted to the
League One All-League
First Team. The honor
was Ruiz’s second con-
secutive selection, with
the 25-year-old hav-
ing been voted to the
League One All-League
Second Team in 2020.

“Ruiz is an electric and
skillful player that will
bring excitement and
joy to the fans for sure,”
said Cabrera. “After his
impressive season last
year in League One, he
will now get the chance

9

to prove himself at a
higher level of competition
in the Championship.”

A native of Lake Elisnore,
Cadlifornia, the attacking
midfielder played colle-
giate soccer at the Univer-
sity of California — River-
side from 2014 to 2017. At
UC-Riverside, Ruiz played
in 75 matches, scoring six
goals and dished out 12
assists on the pitch for
the Highlanders. While in
college, Ruiz saw action
for USL League Two club
FC Golden State Force in
2017 and 2019, adding a
stint at USL League Two
member Orange County
SC U-23in 2018.

Position: Defender

Height: 6’1"

D.O.B.: 3/22/1995

Hometown: San Luis Obispo, CA

Vazquez Ocampo comes
to RGV FC having spent
the past two seasons in
the USL Championship
with the LA Galaxy Il.
The 26-year-old played
in 42 matches overall for
Los Dos, starting in all 15
of his 2021 appearances.
In 3,645 minutes, he
locked in an 82.4 percent
passing accuracy rate
while also notching 42
interceptions, 17 blocked
shots and a 714 percent
tackle success rate.
Vazquez also scored
twice for the Galaxy Il
including a game-win-
ner against San Diego
Loyal SC.

#18 - DYLAN BORCZAK

Position: Forward
Height: 510”

D.O.B.: 6/13/1999
Hometown: Detroit, MI

Borczak joined the

professional ranks with  The young Michigan
the Toros after conclud- product adds depth to the
ing his college career at  RGV FC roster up front.
NCAA Division | program

Oakland University last

fall. Borczak recorded 20

goals and 15 assists in 63

appearances for the for

the Golden Grizzlies and

was voted the 2020-21

Horizon League Offen-

sive Player of the Year as

he recorded seven goals

and four assists in nine

contests.

His play also saw him

named to the All-Hori-

zon League First Team

and the United Soccer

Coaches All-North

Region First Team that

season, while he also

notched seven goals and

two assists last fall to

earn All-Horizon League

Second Team honors.




OROS ROSTER

ERNANDEZ

Position: Forward
Height: 6’1"
D.O.B.: 9/28/1997

Hometown: Mexico City, MX

Adolfo Hernandez arrives
at RGV FC from Liga MX’s
Pumas U.N.A.M. having
previously competed in
both the top flight and
second division in Mexi-
co. The 24-year-old has
made seven appearances
overall for PUMA while
also competing in the Liga
de Expansion MX for both
Pumas Tabasco — the
club’s reserve team — and
Celaya FC.

Hernandez spent the
greater portion of the
2020-2021 season on loan
at Celaya FC where he
made 25 appearances and
recorded a pair of goals
across the regular season
and playoffs while helping
‘Los Toros’ to reach the
Liguilla playoffs in both
the Apertura and Clausura
campaigns.

#22 - JUAN PABLO TORRES

Position: Midfielder

Height: 54"
D.O.B.: 7/26/1999

Hometown: Atlanta,GA

Torres previously com-
peted in the USL Cham-
pionship Austin Bold FC
before becoming a free
agent at the conclusion
of the 2021 campaign.
The 22-year-old joined
Austin on a season-long
loan from Major League
Soccer’s New York City
FC and started in 25 of
his 28 appearances for
Bold FC, scoring two
goals. The midfielder
provided defensive
support with 18 tackles,
six clearances and 16
interceptions, providing
solid play for the side at
both ends of the field.

At New York City FC,
Torres recorded six
appearances, three of
which were in the Lamar
Hunt U.S Open Cup.
Most notably, Torres

recorded an assist in the
52nd minute to former
teammate Keaton Parks in
the Fourth Round against
North Carolina FC during
the 2019 tournament.

The experienced Lilburn,
Georgia native has also
seen minutes at the inter-
national youth level repre-
senting the United States
Youth National Team at
the U-15, U-16, U-18, and
U-20 teams, totaling 18
caps combined through
all competitions. His most
recent international action
saw Torres make seven
appearances at the 2018
CONCACAF U-20 Cham-
pionships where he netted
four goals and two assists
as the United States took
the title, defeating Mexico
2-0in the final.

RGVFLC.COM

Ricketts joins the Toros
having spent the past
two seasons with USL
League One club Chat-
tanooga Red Wolves SC,
where he recorded 44
appearances and 3,856
minutes of action over
the past two regular
seasons. Ricketts re-
corded four goals and
four assists for the Red
Wolves, and last season
earned selection to the
League One Team of the
Week on five occasions.

Prior to joining the pro-
fessional ranks, Ricketts
competed collegiately
at Bryan College, where
he made 70 appear-
ances and recorded 33
goals and 28 assists. His
collegiate accolades
were highlighted with a
spot on the Appalachian

20 - JONATHAN RICKETT

Position: Defender
Height: 6’2"

D.O.B.: 11/20/1997
Hometown: Chattanooga,TN

Athletic Conference (AAC)
All-Conference First Team
his junior year, repeating
the same accomplishment
in his senior season at
Bryan College. The Tennes-
see native added a spot on
the All-Tournament Team
in 2019 and found himself
on CoSIDA's Academic
All-District Team before
finalizing his college soc-
cer career.

#23 - FRANK NODARSE

Position: Defender

Height: 6’3”
D.O.B.: 12/6/00

Hometown: Havana, Cuba

Nodarse (6-foot-3) is

a product of Miami
Soccer Academy and
joins the Toros having
previously played in the
USL Championship for
the Charleston Battery,
where he made three
appearances a season
ago. Prior to competing
at the USL Champion-
ship level, the Cuban
defender played for Fort
Lauderdale CF in USL
League One between
2020-2021, appearing in
13 matches.

The 21-year-old has also
competed for his coun-
try and scored on his
debut for the Cuba U-20
Men’s National Team

at the 2018 Concacaf
U-20 Championship in

a 7-0 victory against St.
Maarten at IMG Academy
in Bradenton, Florida.

Championship

#21 - ROBERT CORONADO

Position: Defender

Height: 510"
D.O.B.: 8/3/1996

Hometown: La Habra, CA

Coronado makes his
return to RGV FC after
a full season at USL
Championship side, OKC
Energy.

The California native

is no stranger to Rio
Grande having compet-
ed under the leadership
of Gerson Echeverry,
now assistant coach, in
2019 and 2020.

The defender is a solid
addition to the back line
that is already stacked
with experienced pieces.
His ability to hold the
wing and press up will
bring dynamic to the
playstyle of RGV as the
season progresses in
2022.

#24 - LUKA MALESEVIC

Position: Defender

Height: 6’0”
D.O.B.: 8/01/1998

Hometown: Podgorica, Montenegro

Malesevic has spent

a large portion of his
playing career at FK
Iskra Danilovgrad of

the Montenegrin First
Division. A dual-national
with American as well as
Montenegrin citizenship,
Malesevic appeared in
83 total matches for
the club between 2018
to 2021.

While at FK Iskra, Male-
sevic appeared in two
UEFA Europa League
Qualifying matches,
including the side’s
4-3 victory in a pen-
alty shootout against
FC Santa Coloma of
the Andorran Primera
Division. In the second,
Malesevic played a full
90 minutes as FK Iskra
Danilovgrad

fell 1-0 to Lokomotiv
Plovdiv of Bulgaria, ending
their run.

The 23-year-old has
represented Montenegro
internationally at the U-17
and U-21 level, and overall
has played in 11 interna-
tional matches, all but
one being at the higher
U-21 level. Malesevic most
recently competed for
Serbian SuperlLiga club, FK
Radnik Surdulica where

he appeared in six total
matches, including an
appearance in the side’s
2-0 win against Radnicki
1923 in the Serbian Cup
last October.




Championship

AVIER GARCIA

Position: Goalkeeper
Height: 6’2"

D.O.B.: 3/23/1998
Hometown: Mission,TX

Garcia is a local product
hailing out of nearby
Mission, Texas. The
young shot-stopper at-
tended the University of
Texas-Rio Grande Valley
but did not see minutes
in the 2021 season, his
final season with the
group. Prior to compet-
ing for at UTRGV, Garcia
played at the RGV Toros
Academy ranks for
three years dating back
to 2017.
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I'!;'. Championship

# PLAYER POS GP GS MIN G A SH SOG KP FC Y R
2 Daniel Luis Saez DF 3 1 83 0 0 2 1 0 1 1 0
3 Wahab Ackwei DF 3 2 188 0 0 0 0 0 0] 0 (0]
4 Erik Pimentel DF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0] 0 0]
5 Juan David Cabezas MF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] 0 0
6 Isidro Martinez MF 4 4 354 0] 1 1 0] 7 7 2 0]
7 Nafiu Sulemana FW 0 0 0 0 0 (0] 0] 0 0] 0 0
8 Emilio Ycaza MF 4 4 325 0 1 2 2 6 8 2 1
9 Frank Lopez FW 4 4 340 2 0 9 4 2 8 2 (0]
10 Jose Francisco Torres MF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0] 0 0] 0 0
n Ollie Wright FwW 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] 0 0
13 Duilio Herrera FW 4 1 71 0] 0] 1 0] 0 0] 0 0]
14 Stefan Mueller DF 2 1 75 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0
15 Jesus Vazquez DF 4 4 360 0 0 1 0 0 4 2 0
16 Frank David Gaviria FW 0 0 0 (0] 0] 0 (0] 0 0] 0 (0]
17 Ricky Ruiz FW 4 4 360 0] 1 2 0 5 7 2 0]
18 Dylan Borczak FW 4 3 283 0 0 7 2 2 2 0 0
19 Adolfo Hernandez FW 0 0 0 0] 0] 0 0] 0 0] 0 0]
20 Jonathan Ricketts DF 3 1 141 0 0] 2 0] 0 S 0 0]
21 Robert Coronado DF 4 3 285 0] 0 0 0 2 6 0 0
22 Juan Pablo Torres MF 4 4 360 (0] 0] 0 (0] 5 7 2 (0]
23 Frank Nodarse DF 2 1 121 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0]
24 Luka Malesevic DF 3 3 219 0 0 0 0 1 6 2 0
25 Javier Gacia GK 0 0 0 0] 0] 0 0] 0 0] 0 0]

OVERALL TEAM STATS #  PLAYER GP GS M GA SV SV% Y/R

GP:4 G:3 GA:4 CS: 1SV:4 FC:60 1 TYLER DERIC 1 1 90 0 0 - 0

. . YC:11 RC:1
SH:31 SOE:10 12 COLIN MILLER 3 3 270 5 8 61% 0

RGVFLC.COM




22 FACTS
FIGURES

THE LAST TIME
BY RGV FC BY OPPONENT

- 5 Goals, Team -
- 4 Goals, Team -
- 3 Goals, Team -
- 4 Goals, Half, Team -
- 3 Goals, Half, Team -
Goal Scored In Opening

- Minute -
- Goal Scored In Stoppage Time 1- Okoli (97, @OC) 3/19
1 - Frank Lopez (@0C,3/19) Goal Scored With 10 Men -
- Own Goal =
- Two Own Goals -
Tyler Deric - 3/12 vs OAK Clean Sheet (Goalkeeper) -
- 4+ Goals By A Player -
- Hat Trick By A Player -
- 2 Goals By A Player Okoli (OC) - 80,97
- Penalty Kick Goal -
- Goal By A Defender -
- 3+ Assists By A Player -
- 2 Assists By A Player -
- Assist By A Goalkeeper -
- Penalty Kick Saved -
- 10+ Saves -
- Straight Red Card -
Emilio Ycaza @ OC (26°,55’) 2 Yellow Cards, Player -
Multiple Players Ejected -

THE GOALS

BY BODY PART BY TIME BY POSITION

Right Foot 0 First 5 Minutes 0 Goalkeeper 0

Left Foot 2 Minute 6-15 0 Defenders 0

Head 1 Minute 16-30 0 Midfielders 0

Other 0 Minute 31-45 2 Forwards 3
First Half Stoppage 0 Opposing Team 0
Minute 46-50 0

BY PROXIMITY

'PRO Minute 51-60 0  BYLOCATION

Inside 6-Yard Box 0 Minute 61-75 0

Inside Penalty Area 3 . At Home 2

Outside 18-Yard B 0 Minute 76-90 1 Away 1

utside 1e-Yard box Second Half Stoppage 0

BY DIRECTION BY GAME SITUATION

From Right of Goal 0 First Goal of Game 1

From Left of Goal 0 When Tied 1

In Front of Goal 3 When Leading 0

BY TYPE OF PLAY When Trailing 2
To Equalize The Score 2

Open Play, No Cross 2 When Leading by 2+ 0

Cross fro.m Open Play 1 When trailing by 2+ 0

Corner Kick 0

Set Piece 0 BY ASSISTS

Direct Free Kick 0 Assisted 3

Penalty 0 Unassisted 0

Own Goal 0

RGVFLC.COM




7 2022 FACTS

TI]RI]S o FIGURES

CATEGORY OVERALL AT HOME ON THE ROAD
Scoring first... 1-0-0 1-0-0 0-0-0
Scoring second... 0-2-0 0-1-0 0-1-0
Scoring zero goals... 0-1-0 0-0-0 0-1-0
Leading at halftime... 1-0-0 1-0-0 0-0-0
Trailing at halftime... 0-2-0 0-1-0 0-1-0
Leading after 75 mins... 1-0-0 1-0-0 0-0-0
Tied after 75 mins... 0-1-0 0-0-0 0-1-0
Trailing after 75 mins... 0-2-0 0-1-0 0-1-0
Match decided by 1 goal... 1-3-0 1-1-0 0-2-0
Scoring 3+ goals... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
Conceding 3+ goals... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
Conceding 0 goals... 1-0-0 1-0-0 0-0-0
at H-E-B Park... 1-1-0 1-1-0 0-0-0
On the road... 0-2-0 0-0-0 0-2-0
vs Western Conference opp... 1-3-0 1-1-0 0-2-0
vs Eastern Conference opp... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
Wearing Blue... 1-1-0 1-1-0 0-0-0
Wearing White... 0-2-0 0-0-0 0-2-0
In March... 1-3-0 1-1-0 0-2-0
In April... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
In May... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
In June... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
In July... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
In August... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
In September... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
In October... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
On Fridays... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
On Saturdays... 1-1-0 1-0-0 0-1-0
On Sundays... 0-1-0 0-1-0 0-0-0
On Weekdays (MT, W, TH)... 0-1-0 0-0-0 0-1-0
With a man advantage... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
Down a man... 0-1-0 0-0-0 0-1-0
When Deric starts at GK... 1-0-0 1-0-0 0-0-0
When Miller starts at GK... 0-3-0 0-1-0 0-2-0
U.S. Open Cup... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0
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